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Pond dipping activities 
You can discover what kinds of small animals and insects live in a 
pond simply by using a pond dipping net.  Some creatures lay 
their eggs in water, such as frogs and toads. Others live their whole 
lives under the surface, like water snails. In this section are some of the 
creatures you may catch in your net if you look carefully.
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Amazing facts: Bats
17 species of bat breed in the UK. Bats use echolocation to 
navigate and �nd food and can be identi�ed by their echolocation 
frequencies. They feed at dusk from April to September. The 
Daubenton’s bat is usually close to ponds, lakes and rivers where it 
skims the surface for invertebrates. Pipistrelle bats are the UK’s 
smallest. The three species - Common pipistrelle, Soprano 
pipistrelle and Nathusius pipistrelle – have all been recorded at 
Trent Park. The Noctule bat is one of the UK’s largest.  It roosts in 
trees and �ies across the canopy.
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Amazing facts: Streams & Lakes
All the water in Trent Park’s streams and lakes �ows 
eastwards, into Salmon’s Brook, then Pymmes Brook, then 
into the River Lea, and �nally into the Thames and out to sea.   
The streams have very steep sides mainly because they were 
eroded by meltwater at the end of the most extensive Ice 
Age 450-400,000 years ago.  
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Did you know...
About a third of our ponds have disappeared 
in the last 50 years. Our amphibians - frogs, 
toads and newts - need ponds to breed. 
If ponds disappear, so will they!
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PLEASE DON'T FEED US BREAD. IT'S 
NOT GOOD FOR US. WE PREFER CORN, 
LETTUCE, PEAS, OATS, RICE OR SEEDS.

Amazing facts: Water plants
Water plants form part of this healthy ecosystem, providing 
excellent habitat for �sh, invertebrates and birds. They are also 
great natural �lters, removing pollutants whilst oxygenating 
the water.
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